
  

 

Can my Ukrainian family come 

to the U.S. as tourists? 
If a Ukrainian has an approved B-2 visitors visa and 

valid passport, they can typically enter the U.S. as a 

‘nonimmigrant’. B-2 visas usually grant permission 

to stay for 6 months, but do not include permission 

to work or receive public benefits, like SNAP 

(“Food Stamps”) or Medicaid. Ukrainians may not 

enter the U.S. without a visa. 1, 2 

 

How can my Ukrainian family get a B-2 tourist 

visa? 

Form DS-160 must be completed using the State 

Department’s website for each person seeking a 

visa, it must be approved, and typically, applicants 

must attend an interview at a U.S. embassy or 

consulate. To date, U.S. consular services are 

suspended within Ukraine. Generally, a DS-160 

applicant should show specific travel plans, as well 

as strong family and professional ties to their 

home country. The DS-160 can also be used to 

request other classes of nonimmigrant visas.1 

Can I expedite a DS-160 application? 

U.S. embassies outside Ukraine post expedite request 

protocols on their State Department websites, and all 

requests must coincide with categories of need. 

Unfortunately, there is no expedite category for 

those fleeing conflict.1 The U.S. Citizenship and 

Immigration Service (USCIS) has announced the 

possibility of expedited processing for extensions or 

changes to nonimmigrant visas already issued.3 

 

Can elected officials expedite a visa application? 

Congressional representatives can only make an 

inquiry related to a constituent’s or their family 

member’s application. This typically requires the 

application receipt number and a signed 

authorization form. Congressional offices are not 

obligated to make an inquiry on behalf of a 

constituent, and there is no guarantee that an inquiry 

will result in an expedited application. Generally, 

local officials do not have the same ability to make 

federal inquiries. 

 

This bulletin is published by the Jersey City Division of Immigrant Affairs, Dept. of Health and Human Services, 
which is Recognized and Accredited by the U.S. Department of Justice as an immigration legal services provider. 
This bulletin is not legal advice, only general information published in March 2022. Much of the information 
included may change as the crisis continues. 
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Jersey City stands in solidarity with our Ukrainian residents. This general information on the 

U.S. immigration system may be helpful for families of forced migration victims. There is 

currently no specialized path for those escaping the crisis to come to the U.S. 
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https://www.nj.gov/humanservices/dfd/programs/workfirstnj/citizenship/
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https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/policy-manual-afm/afm30-external.pdf
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Can I “sponsor” my family to come as tourists? 

Form DS-160 asks applicants to provide employment 

information, and identify who is paying for their trip. 

In some cases, consular officials might review an I-

134 Affidavit of Support, which is a promise from 

someone in the U.S. to provide specific financial 

assistance to a nonimmigrant during their stay. An I-

134 can be useful within specific nonimmigrant 

cases, and the decision to include it should be made 

with the help of a legal expert.4, 5  

 

What is Ukrainian TPS?  
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) is a federal 

designation that permits some Ukrainian residents 

to remain in the U.S. for a limited period. The 

current TPS designation for Ukraine is restricted to 

only those who entered the U.S. on March 1, 2022 

or earlier. It is set to end on September 1, 2023. TPS 

dates and criteria might change.6 

 

What are the benefits of TPS? 

Typically, TPS recipients can obtain work 

authorization, and must pay income taxes, but they 

may not receive public benefits. Currently, TPS 

recipients may not become permanent residents or 

citizens. While TPS designations for some countries 

have been renewed for many years, TPS is not a 

permanent option meant for someone seeking to 

immigrate permanently to the U.S.7 

 

How can my family apply for TPS? 

There are complex requirements, and a denial could 

result in an applicant’s removal from the U.S. Seek 

assistance from a licensed or accredited immigration 

expert. For full requirements and updates, go to: 

www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/temporary-protected-

status.7  

Can my family come as refugees? 
A refugee is someone whose need for refuge is 
determined while they are outside the U.S., 
typically by a host of federal agencies, in concert 
with the United Nations and foreign governments.8 
There are currently more than 26 million people 
awaiting refugee resettlement around the world, 
and the U.S. is accepting historically low numbers 
of refugees.9 The few who immigrate as refugees 
have access to public benefits and a path to 
citizenship.2 Currently, there is no special 
designation for refugee resettlement of Ukrainians. 
 
Can my family come under the Lautenberg 
Amendment? 
The Lautenberg Amendment facilitates 
resettlement to the U.S. for religious minorities in 
the former Soviet Union and other nations. 
Beneficiaries must have immediate relatives in the 
U.S. and complete other requirements. Congress 
renewed this program in March 2022, and it will 
close September 2022. Applications can only be 
filed by resettlement agencies like Church World 
Service (CWS) or International Rescue Committee. 
Reach CWS Jersey City at 201-659-0467 or 
cwsjerseycity@cwsglobal.org.10 
 
 
Can my family ask for asylum? 
An aslyee is someone who enters the U.S. or comes 
to a U.S. port-of-entry, and then proves their 
specific need for refuge to an immigration judge or 
adjudicator. Like refugees, asylees must show 
documentary evidence of persecution based on 
race, religion, nationality, social group, or political 
opinion.11 Many asylum seekers are detained while 
awaiting adjudication of their case, and some cases 
can take many years. If granted, asylees have 
access to public benefits and a path to citizenship.2 
 

Can my family come as humanitarian parolees? 
A parolee is someone who has no other option for 
entering the U.S. and is permitted to enter for a 
limited time for a specific purpose, typically 
emergency medical care or to visit a terminally ill 
family member. Parolees do not have a path to 
permanent residence or citizenship and most do not 
have access to public benefits.12 Because 
unprecedented numbers of humanitarian parolees 
entered the U.S. starting August 2021, there is now a 
historically high number of pending parole 
applications and very long anticipated wait times. 
 

Can I petition for my family to stay 

in the U.S. permanently? 
If you are a U.S. citizen 21 years old or older, you can 
petition for your spouse, parents, sons and daughters, 
and siblings. If you are a Green Card holder 21 years 
old or older, you can petition for a spouse, and 
unmarried sons and daughters under 18. Both require 
the petitioner to submit an I-130 Petition for Alien 
Relative, along with other processes. If successful, the 
beneficiary will receive an immigrant visa, permanent 
residence, and a path to citizenship13—but they are 
typically ineligible for public benefits during their first 
five years.2 
 

How long will it take for my family to immigrate? 
The process is typically complex and long. Some 
beneficiaries of U.S. citizen petitioners qualify as 
Immediate Relatives and can immigrate quickly, 
typically in less than one year. Other beneficiaries are 
assigned a Preference Category, which is based on 
their relationship to the petitioner and other factors. 
In some cases, a beneficiary can wait more than a 
decade.13 The monthly National Visa Bulletin details 
the progress on issuing immigrant visas based on 
Preference Categories.14 On March 17, the Dept. of 
State announced U.S. citizen petitioners may apply in 
person at a U.S. embassy where a Ukrainian 
Immediate Relative has been displaced.15 

 What would a beneficiary need? 
Beneficiaries can be living abroad or inside the 
U.S. All beneficiaries must pass a particular 
medical exam, and must not have committed any 
crimes or violations that would deem them 
‘inadmissible’. Some must attend a Consular 
Processing interview at a U.S. embassy, and 
others may attend an ‘Adjustment of Status’ 
interview in the U.S.13 
 
What must a petitioner do? 
As a petitioner, you must show your own 
immigration status, document how you are 
related to the beneficiary, and submit an I-864 
Affidavit of Support, which is a legally binding 
commitment to give financial supports to the 
beneficiary. If the petition is based on marriage, 
some petitioners must submit a second joint 
petition with their spouse two years after the 
spouse beneficiary receives their permanent 
residence.13 
 

What if my family in Ukraine are 
U.S. citizen or Green Card holders? 
They should call the U.S. State Department at 
606-260-4379 and see www.state.gov. 
 

Who can help me with immigration 
applications? 
Only a licensed or accredited immigration expert 
should give advice and complete immigration 
applications. Avoid unlicensed providers, 
sometimes presenting as ‘notarios’ or ‘multi-
service centers’. Additionally, be mindful of the 
high rates of immigration legal malpractice. 
Choosing an attorney is an important decision 
that should not be based on any single source of 
information.16 
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